
Are pressure washers safe? 
 
 "Are pressure washers safe?" this is a question many people who are planning to buy one 
ask. One good answer to that question is "Yes, if you know how to use it correctly and 
follow all safety guidelines." However, another answer is "Are pressure washers (and regular 
sponges) safe if I leave them alone in the house without supervision?" This is a more 
complex question than "Are pressure washers safe?" 
 
First, let us define what exactly pressure washer safety is. It is a general rule that says if you 
are using a pressure washer, there are a number of things you should never do or take any 
pressure washer safety risks. There are some exceptions, but the basic rule is to apply 
common sense and follow all warning signs, and never allow a pressure washer to do 
anything that would put its life in danger. 
 
Some of these were hers are powered by electricity, others are fueled by propane gas, and 
still others are fueled by gasoline. A lot of people like to use electric pressure washers 
because of the fact that they can be operated at lower amperage than the other types of 
pressure washers. On the downside, these are far more expensive to run and maintain. They 
also generate a fair amount of noise. The average electric pressure washer can produce 
about 120 decibels of noise. 
 
If you are planning to use a pressure washer around small children, keep in mind that 
electric pressure washers are not appropriate for use in households with kids. It is always a 
good idea to supervise children when operating a pressure washer. These are very powerful 
machines and can be dangerous. They can cause cuts, burns, or even severe injuries. Even 
when using them around small children, it is a good idea to ensure that the kids are kept 
away from the pressure washer. 
 
If you have pets, it is a good idea to keep them out of the pressure washer when cleaning. 
Pet urine is acidic and can corrode and damage parts of a pressure washer over time. In 
addition, if a dog or cat gets on the pressure washer and starts to do a nasty spill, make sure 
that they are taken away immediately. You do not want to try cleaning the stain and then 
have to spend hours disinfecting and cleaning the mess up. 
 
Some pressure washers will automatically shut off when the pressure has been reached. 
Others will signal an oncoming cleaning cycle by sounding a buzzer or banging a front door 
bell. If you have a security or surveillance system, this is definitely a good feature to have. 
Many security systems have alarms which will activate the pressure washer if someone tries 
to get in. 
 
When buying a pressure washer, there are some things you should look for. Pressure 
washers that have corded pressure cleaners are definitely more durable than the cordless 
variety. You also want to make sure that your pressure washer is easy to find. You can go to 
your local home improvement store and ask them what type of pressure washer they 
recommend. They may know something about a product that you do not. 
 



Although pressure washers are great for cleaning, they do require maintenance. Make sure 
you follow the manufacturer's care instructions and keep the pressure washer well 
maintained over the years. They do not come with warranties, but they are safe enough to 
use without one. If you want to keep your family safe and your home safe from germs, you 
may want to invest in a pressure washer. 
 
The real question that people often ask about pressure washers is whether or not they are 
safe for children. Most pressure washers are extremely powerful and can easily damage a 
child's hands and even an adult's hands. It is important that you know the rating for 
pressure washer you purchase and keep it in a safe place with your kids. 
 
Even though most pressure washers are safe for adults, children should be prevented from 
using them as well. There are many dangerous chemicals used in pressure washer systems 
and children may accidentally touch the nozzle, eyes or face. This can lead to serious 
problems. Always supervise children around pressure washers and keep any tools that are 
used to clean the pressure washer in a place that is out of reach of children. Keep the blades 
folded and away from the areas where children can play. 
 
Although pressure washers are extremely powerful tools, they are not a toy and children 
should never be allowed to use them unsupervised. If you are buying a pressure washer for 
someone as a gift, make sure you supervise and teach the safety features. In addition, if you 
are buying a pressure washer for the home, you should ask the person who will be using it 
what he or she will be doing with it. Ask questions and make sure he or she knows all of the 
safety precautions and how to use it properly. You will find that pressure washers are safe 
for most adults, but they are not always safe for children. 


